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Shakespeare 

 

How-to: 

• Follow this link to watch Shakespeare in a Nutshell, a short video on the bard. 

 

• While you are watching, fill in the doodle note-catcher (pg. 3) 

 

• Play with words, Shakespeare style: 

 

o Write Shakespearean insults and create a mini scene (pg. 4-5). 

 

o Determine the meaning of Shakespearean sayings (pg .6). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

T H E  S T A N D A R D S  

 

U T  D R A M A  5 / 6 . T . C O . 1 :  

E X P L A I N  H O W  D R A M A  C O N N E C T S  

O N E S E L F  T O  O N E ' S  C O M M U N I T Y  

O R  C U L T U R E .  

 

C C . E L A - L I T E R A C Y . S L . 4 / 5 / 6 . 2 :  

P A R A P H R A S E  O R  I N T E R P R E T  

I N F O R M A T I O N  P R E S E N T E D  I N  

D I V E R S E  M E D I A  A N D  F O R M A T S ,  

I N C L U D I N G  V I S U A L L Y ,  

Q U A N T I T A T I V E L Y ,  A N D  O R A L L Y .  

 

 

C C . E L A - L I T E R A C Y . L . 4 / 5 / 6 . 4 . A  
U S E  C O N T E X T  ( E . G . ,  D E F I N I T I O N S ,  

E X A M P L E S ,  O R  R E S T A T E M E N T S  I N  

T E X T )  A S  A  C L U E  T O  T H E  

M E A N I N G  O F  A  W O R D  O R  P H R A S E .  

LE AR N ABO UT T HE G RE ATE ST PLAYWR I G HT I N  HI STO RY !  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ocrgDc6W7Es
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/4/4/a/
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Shakespeare in a Nutshell: Doodle Note Catcher 

QUESTION ANSWER 
DOODLE (based on the video, or invent your 
own) 

When and where was 
Shakespeare born? 

England in 1564 

 

What was the name of 
the theatre built specially 
for Shakespeare’s 
company? 

  

Why were Shakespeare’s 
plays popular with both 
the commoners and the 
aristocracy? 

  

In what genres did 
Shakespeare write? 

  

What are some of the 
words that Shakespeare 
coined or invented? 

  

Complete the quote: 

“Shakespeare’s 
stories have found 
their way into 
many of today’s 
_______, 
__________, and 
even ________.” 
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Shakespearean Insults or Barbs from the Bard 

Combine one word from each column. 

Add “thou” to the beginning and create four perfect insults. 

A B C 

peevish clay-brained canker 
grizzled dog-hearted blossom 
greasy evil-eyed clot 
jaded lily-livered pole 
waggish mad-bred hedge-pig 
purpuled onion-eyed dogfish 
rank paper-faced egg-shell 
saucy rump-fed pantaloon 
vacant shag-eared rabbit-sucker 
yeasty white-livered snipe-younker 

 

Example: Thou rank, rump-fed hedge-pig!_________________ 

Insult 1: _____________________________________________ 

Insult 2: _____________________________________________ 

Insult 3: _____________________________________________ 

Insult 4: _____________________________________________ 

M o d i f i e d  f r o m  t h e  F o l g e r  S h a k e s p e a r e  L i b r a r y ’ s  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e s .  

L i n k  

https://www.folger.edu/shakespeare-kids
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Use context clues or a web search to paraphrase the meaning of the bolded sayings/idioms! 

All the sayings were coined by Shakespeare over 400 years ago and are still in use today! 

 

1. Pablo is 40 years old. It´s high time he got a job and moved out of his parents’ house.  

High time means __________________________________________________________ 

 

2. He always stays up late writing.  He´s a real night owl. 

Night owl means _______________________________________________________ 

 

3. I don´t have any food left! My visitors ate me out of house and home. 

Ate me out of house and home means______________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. My baby cried all night, so I haven´t slept one wink. 

Haven’t slept a wink means _________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

Sayings from Shakespeare 
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5. The joke was really funny.  It had us in stitches. 

In stitches means _______________________________________________________ 

 

6.We’ll find out who stole the painting eventually.  The truth will out. 

The truth will out means _________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. The ghost story he told at Halloween made my hair stand on end. 

Made my hair stand on end means _________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. Be careful of people selling iPhones for $20.  All that glitters is not gold. 

All that glitters is not gold means __________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. It turns out that my brother took my car keys. I had been on a wild goose chase this 

whole morning searching for them at home. 

A wild goose chase means ________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

A c t i v i t y  a d a p t e d  f r o m  t h e  p u b l i c l y  a v a i l a b l e  i S L C o l l e c t i v e . a n d  t h e i d i o m . c o m  

https://en.islcollective.com/english-esl-worksheets/vocabulary/idioms/phrases-shakespeare/87388

